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From 0600, 10 Harch’1944 to 9@)0, 11 Harch 1944

Original Garrison

in

: |

2nd Lt. Roush Commanding S
2nd Lt. Hogan 2nd in Command

Aid lMen

George Co. 36 Riflemen and 9 men from the 60mm mortar section. ‘

How Co. 15 Hen from lMachine Gun section and 2 8lmm observers.

Regt. Hg. Co. 2 Radio Operators,

2d Bn Hq. Co. "4 Intelligence Observers. . ¥

246th F.A. 6 Observers (1 Officer and 5 EM). ‘ l
2 From 2nd Bn. Medical S

TDu 1 = 75 BH and 35 Officers.

Pt IR
ons for 5 days (90 cases "C%)
.. Wsrio for 3 %c; (3 units)
¥ Tater for 3 day (200 gal.) 1

The attack by the Japanese started at 0610, 10 March ”,Lb (See overlay).
t. Hogan moved out from the Mortar CP at 0630, to make a personal rec—

. onnaisgiance for an attemrt to restore the perimeter by local counter
attack, this was the last time Lt. Hogan was seen.

i ;

The atback dame at the South Bast corner of the perimeter and by 1020 the
# Japanese, estimated at one Rifle Co. with a heavy machine gun platoon

attached, had penetrated to & noint shown on overlay F L.

There were an estimated 20 men of the garrison holdi ¢ the Bouth perimeter
ang 42 holding the Northern end. We had no communicetion at this time
between the HNorth and South, Bue to the Japanese having made the nenetra-—

tion between the two and they had then cut the wires. )
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Fox Co. received orders to retake Hill 260 at 0735 and moved out =t 0753.
Col. Lowry received orders to take charge at 0830 end left the Bn. CP
at 0840. At 0630, Georgze Co. was ordered to hold open the line of com~
amnication to Fox Co. At 0845, Easy Co. was ordered out, they reported <=§z
“across the Eagle River to Col. Lowry at 0910. George Co. had not yet
noved from the R R L, 0Col, Lowry btoock persona‘ comdand of Basy Co, and : 5&3
hed ‘radic contact with Fox Oo. 4 ;;
‘ i
At 0930, commmication was made with Lit. Stone at the South end of Hill ~
260 and the decision was reached (it was then beleived the entire South
end was over=run by Jananese) 4o move Fox Co, to the Horth and reinforce

v

$he zarrison, giving o strong holding force on the Loru%ern end, . This |
force arrived at 1020 asnd Lt. Stone, Fox Co. assumed command of the North- gg\!
, ern verimeter. J
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Our casualties at 1030, 10 March 1944 were 16 EM missing, One Officer
missfng, wounded, not determined. Enemy casuglties, 20 know dead,
20 additional estimated. * '

ﬁasy Co., moved out from the East-West Trail at 1000, toward Hill 260.

- At 1045, the South perimeter had been reached and a personal reconnaiss-
ance was made to check the South perimeter garrison. An attack was or—
dered to- reestablish the perimeter. A base of fire was set up at the
South end (weanons nlatoon Co. E) and Lt. Oberle with the 3rd platoon
Co. E was ordered to attack.' This attack started at 1115 and stopped
at 1330, after having gained approximately 35 yards. Lt. Ricker and a
platoon of Fox Co, attacked at the same time and was stopped at 1200
gaining 5 yards.

A new plan of attack was devised, a double envelopment, and Lt. Willard
was ordered, at 1405, to take his platoon inside the West wire, establish
contact with Lt., Stone(Fox) and make his atteck from the West, (see over-
lay) azimuth 90°, Lt. Karl with his platoon was ordered to move East

and envelop the enemy from the East. He moved out at 1420 to envelop the
enemy and cut their line of suprly. The attack was to be launched after
Lt., Willard had esteblished contact with Lt. Stone. Lt. Willard started
moving out at 1445,

Li. Carlson was wouhdqd at 1420 and Lt. O'Rourke assumed commend of Easy
Comnany .

t 1505, Li. Karl came back wounded in the neck. He reported running
1nto enemy machine gun and rifle fire (see overlay) which pinned him
down and prevented his carrying out his mission. Lt. Karl was evacuated
and Lt. Certle, the Battalion 5-2, then was given command of the 2nd
Platoon Co. E and ordered to carry out the envelopment. He took a route

just inside our wire (see overlay). A flame thrower was asked for by Lt.
Oertle and as all trained flame thrower men had been wounded and evacuated
Sgt. Denslow of the 60mm mortar section of Basy Co., volunteered. After
twe nminutes of instruction by the Battalion Commander he accompanied L.
QOertle and burned the Jans out of one pill box. He then reburned, under
machine gun fire, got the second flame thrower and returned to Lt. Certle
and got'a second Jap vosition. For farthest advance of Lt. Oertle, see
overlay. -

Ap 1540 Col. Long came up to the Battalion OP, and inspected the front’

lines. He attmpted to follow Lt. Willard's route to the North perimeter
but was pinned down by mechine gun fire. He withdrew and asked the 3n.
Commander if there was anybhing he needed. The Battalion Commander stated
that the perimeter would be reestablished in approximately 1 hour,

In the meantime Lt. Willard had made contact with Fox Co. and had launch-
ed his attack in conjunction with Lt., Oertle., The remainder of Easy Co.

then attacked in the center under personal command of Lt. O'Rourke. The

attack was stopped about 1700, only after Basy Co. had received over 50%

casualties. For farthest advance see overlay.

t was then decided to use WP grenades to burn out the Japs. One hundred
and fifty grenades were used and at 1800 we attempted to advance - still
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Jap machine guns opened up and at 1900 it was decided teo organize a

perimeter for the night. A check was made and only forty eiz men were
left and available for the perimeter. It was necessary to pull Lt. Willamd

.and Lt. Certle hack to hold a perimeter.

Lt. Oertle was evacuated with severe WP burns. Lt. Hammett, 2nd platoon,
Company -F, sssumed commend of the 2nd platoon, Company E. Later Lt.
Hurley was given command of this platoon.

By 2030, all troobs were dug in, MG's sighted, etec., and the perimeter
was checked by Ehe Battalion Commander and Lit. O'Rourke.

A guiet night =~ several belts of Mi ammo were fired at the Japanese,
wito copld be heard moving on the Southeast shouvlder. A few rounds of
herassing 60mm mortars were also fired 2

From 0600 to 2000, 11 March 1944

t aporoximetely 0645 a fire fight again broke out in the South Sectione.
Frqom the greatly increased volume of Japanese M& and rifle fire it was
anparent that the Japsnese hed made.strong reinforcements during the night.
Several new positions could be seen running down the 3.E. spur from the
0.P. Tree past the perimeter. A group of three Mx's could be heard and
the muzzle blast seen at the base of a large fallen tree twenly yards
to our .front. 8everal bazoockas had heen broug ht up the night before, but
only one round left the tube ‘and this failed to explode. A representative
of the Regimental Munitions Officer came up and stated they were damp.
Enemy fire steadily increased = Our 60mm mortars went into action, firing
over 100 rounds. Japs were flushed into the open by this fire and about
fifteen were killed. ’ o )
At 0830, 300 rounds more of 60mm mortar smmo was brought up. Under a
heavy MG and rifle and knee mortar barrage the Japanese attempted to
over-run the South perimeter. One Jap platoon took part in this attack
and sn estimated 20 or more were killed. Only one Jap reached our line.

Georgze company was ordered fp to join Easy Co. about 1000. At this time

Eagy Co. had left,> Officers, all wounded and 35 enlisted men, 19 wounded.
At 10)7 George Co. Commander reported to he Bn. Commander. He was ordered
to take George Co. to the West , zuided by Li. Willard, Co. E., and the 6

men left in his platoon. George Co. was to at?ack in column of platoons, =

azimuth 90° and %ale the *high ground in the vicinity of the. tree-0.P..
Easy Co. with Weapons Platoonof George Co. as base of fire from E Co's.
pogitions. S

George Co. tool over an hour and a half to issue orders and move out.
When the leading platoon had just gotten well started on it's route of
advance, the Jawanese ovened an attack of their own ‘Prom the SEE ghoulder
and from the East. OCver 150 knee mortar shells were thrown on our troopss
George Co, could not move. OConstent heavy machine pun end rifle fire cems
from the Jap vositions. Georzs Co. was suffering heavy losses. We call=
gd for art111ery and mortar (8lmm) fire against the Japanese but some fell
short. The Bn. Commander wee wounded. The Japanese had atbempted to cut
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our line of supply and svacuation. Capt. Dawson, Bn. Surgeon personally
killed one Jep. The Bn Commander decided to immedistely evacuate all
wounded snd move the Bn.Forward A&d Station back to the vieinity of the

Rear 0P, The fire comins from the Bast was bélieved to be from a reinfore=

ed Jep Rifle Co. BHeveral 90mm shells hit neer the Artillery F. C. group
but caused no casualties.

At this time the Bn. Commander suzzested to the Rezimental Commander a
withdrawal to the base of 260 and covering the South end (aou»h of COF tree)
with heavy artillery and 8lmm concentrations. The Regimental Commender
ordered the withdrawel., At 1330 Georwe Ea. moved out first earrying

the wounded. ' ;

Lt. Hammond with 4ree.or four men of Zeorge covered the withdrawzl to the
South West., Lt. O'Rourke with seven men of Co. E covered the withdrawal

%o the West and broke up & Jap attack from the North with heavy losses

for the enemy. A&ll withdrew leaving no known wounded behind., Artillery
and 8lwm fire hit the hill directed by Regt.

A road block was set up under Lt, O'Rourke at the base of Hill 260 and

the troops withdrew to the Eazle carrying their wounded. HMen were lefi
along the trail in groups of two, twenty five to thirty yards apart to

*revent Jap infiltration to the West.

At 1430, Col. Lowry contracted Balker Co. which came under his control.
An order was given by the Reg 1menta1 Commander to immediately move Baker

Co. forwerd. An order in wrltlnw from the Division Commander directed that

six 152d Inf, flame thrower Leads, then on tbe way to join him were to be
used in the attack. Baker Yo. was moved -to the base of Hill 260 and at

'1530 upon the arrival of the flame thrower teams, the group moved out.

The Bn. Commander leading with four acouts, an SCR=300 Radio, Baker Co.,
wire varty, flame thrower pariy, and a reorganized George-Easy Co. under
Georze Co. Commander,

At 1645 the Bn. CO entered the Fox Co perimeter and at 1715 acquainted

the Baker Yo 0O with the situation. The flame throwers having been ordered
forward, a base of fire was established on the North kmell dutsidevotr wire,

consisting of 7 60mm mortars under Lt. Trauger of Fox Co. The LMG's of
Fox Co. were ordered to support the attack with fire on the Southeast nose.
The plan was for B Co. with one platoon to flank the Jap positions in the
vieinity of the OP tree end flame throwers under Lt. Allen, 132d Inf.,
with one squad attached plus one platoon of B Co. in support to meke a
co=ordinated attack at 1800 and fix the enemy.

Preceeding the attack the Regimental CO had the artillery deliver two con=—
centrations on the Southeast nose and H Co 8lum mortars gave close support
- approximately 25 yards in fromt of our "jump=off" line. B Co. pushed
forward and the flame throwers knocked out two Jap pillboxes. At 1830,
two flame throwers from the reserve moved up to, and blanketed the base

of the OP tree with flame. When the flames died down the advance was con=
tinued toward the tree, but our troops still received Jap MG fire from
holes at the base of the tree, the same area that had just been sprayed by
flames.
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At 1915 the Battalion CC directed that the perimeter be formed for the
night holding all ground gained during the attack. Fox Co., with 2
rlatoons of & Co. held a perimeter inside and ‘just outside the wire of
the original garrison. G and E Co., with weapons platoon and one rifle
platoon of B Co. organized a rerimeter on the Horth knoll in the vicinity
of Parmalee's grave and extended down the ridge to the West, A small
unit was placed well down the ridge where the telephone wires turned
South in order to prevent the Jeps following the wires into our positions.

At 1945 Col. Mahoney rerorted to the Bn. 0O and after acquainting him
with the situetion end showing him the Bn. CP installations, the Bn. GO
turned over command and started back to report to the Regimental CP.

At 2220 Col. Lowry renorted to General MeCulloch and Dol. Long and gave
them the situation as of 2015 when he left Hill 250,
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